Why is Board Certification Important?
Dear Colleagues,

People frequently contact the American Holistic Nurses Certification Corporation (AHNCC) and ask, “Why do nurses get certified in Holistic Nursing? What value is certification to me? In today’s economy I must choose where to spend my time and money. Why should I get certified?” 

These are legitimate questions. Many nurses are challenged with limited resources and must choose where they invest their time, finances, and energy. Because these decisions require both personal and professional considerations, each individual must decide if the certification process will meet their needs. A few considerations follow. 


•National Certification is becoming increasingly important with today’s Healthcare Reform Movement because it validates the providers’ expertise. This is important to both the consumers of healthcare and to the agencies providing healthcare. Specifically, healthcare consumers want their healthcare providers to have National Certification that validates that they are competent practitioners-- that they have a set of knowledge and skills specific to their specialty. Consumers also want to know that their providers not only know the basic essentials of nursing, but will also provide expert care in a specialty. By successfully passing a national standardized examination, the certified individual has demonstrated that they have a body of knowledge and expertise in their specialty. 

•National trends are also putting increasing pressure on agencies to be accountable. As a result, many agencies want validation of expertise for a variety of reasons. Some nurses have told us that they are seeking employment, and many hospitals are strongly encourage or require that new nurses have certification to be hired. Certification increases the applicant’s marketability in a world where the job market is tight. 



•Another reason nurses seek certification is that hospitals seeking national ANCC recognition as a magnet hospital are required to have a certain percentage of their nurses certified at the national level. Hospitals that are applying for magnet status may strongly encourage their nurses to obtain certification in their specialty area. Since having nurses nationally certified is important to obtaining Magnet recognition, some hospitals are willing to cover a portion or all of the costs related to the certification process.


Other nurses choose to get certified in Holistic Nursing so they will be acknowledged by their hospital, university or other place of employment. They work for organizations that require nurses to be certified in a nationally recognized nursing specialty for advancement in the career ladder, pay raises, or a salary bonus. Since 2006, when ANA recognized Holistic Nursing as a specialty, AHNCC certification has met this requirement. 


•As healthcare reform evolves, and the focus turns to health and wellness, holistic nurses have an opportunity to proactively help this transformational process unfold. When we demonstrate what we do best (i.e. facilitating healing and/or promoting health and well-being) we demonstrate to the public that Holistic Nursing has a unique role in healthcare. However, to be valued, recognized, and included, holistic nurses need to be viewed as experts in their field.  Certification provides a recognized pathway to achieve that validation. 


•In all of the circumstances discussed above, the person’s major motivating factor for seeking certification may be professional growth and recognition. While each of these is important, many nurses seek Holistic Nursing Certification for personal reasons. They choose to obtain certification because they want the validation that the credentials offer. It is important to them that they can be recognized as an expert in a specialty that is unique, and different than other types of nursing. Others feel that they have always been holistic nurses; “That is who I have always been,” and they believe that credentials legitimize their philosophy and foundation for practice. Still other nurses plan to work independently and believe that being certified validates their credibility in independent practice.


Finally, nurses may want this certification for personal reasons and networking opportunities. They become certified because they want to be a part of a unique network of nurses, who proudly say to the public that they are members of a growing community of nationally, recognized Certified Holistic Nurses. This network includes nurses who work in all settings and with all populations. They are not limited to a setting such as the Intensive Care Unit or the Operating Room, nor are they limited to working with a specific population such as Pediatrics or Mental Health.  

We welcome any questions you might have.  If you are interested in learning more about certification in Holistic Nursing please visit the AHNCC website www.ahncc.org  or contact us at ahncc@flash.net. 

Best wishes, 

Margaret Erickson, PhD, APRN, AHN-BC

Executive Director, AHNCC
